
West Side Kids Scholarship Process & Reduced Fee Program 
West Side Community Services is committed to making the West Side Kids program accessible to 
all families. We currently accept the following forms of payment: 

1. Erie County Child Care Assistance
o Please note: Families approved for this assistance are responsible for a required parent

contribution, as determined by Erie County.
2. A WSCS Scholarship (based on a sliding scale determined by household income)
3. Direct Pay at the full program rate

If your family applies for Erie County Child Care Assistance and is denied for a reason other than 
financial eligibility, you may qualify for a WSCS Scholarship. This scholarship is based on household 
income and aligned with federal income guidelines. 
Please note: If your family’s income is too high to qualify for both DSS Child Care Assistance and the 
WSCS Scholarship, you will not be eligible for financial aid and must pay the standard program rate 
through direct pay. 

Sliding Scale Scholarship Rates 
• Families earning up to 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI) may qualify for a reduced rate of

$140/month.
• Families earning up to 50% of the AMI may qualify for a further reduced rate of $60/month.
• Eligibility for sliding scale scholarships is based on completion of the CDBG Client Characteristics

Form, which is part of each afterschool application.
• We are committed to working with families—regardless of financial situation—to ensure access

to safe, high-quality childcare. Please contact us if you have any questions.

How to Apply for a Scholarship 
To be considered for a WSCS Scholarship, families must submit: 

1. A recent rejection OR waiting list letter from the Erie County Department of Social Services 
Day Care Unit, indicating denial for reasons other than financial eligibility.

2. A completed CDBG Client Characteristics Form (included as part of the after-school 
application).

3. At least 2 recent paystubs from each household earner or your most recent tax return as 
proof of income.

o Additional documentation may be requested if needed.
Ongoing Scholarship Requirements 
To maintain scholarship eligibility: 

• Scholarship applications must be renewed each school year and must include a new DSS
rejection letter.

• Children must maintain at least 90% attendance in the West Side Kids program.

If you have any questions or concerns about the scholarship process or payment options, please 
contact: 
Fatima Elabed  
Senior Program Manager  
Phone: 716-884-6616 ext. 103 
Email: felabed@wscsbuffalo.org 
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